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SEEKONK MASTER PLAN UPDATE  

COMMUNITY SURVEY 
 

As a component of the Seekonk Master Plan Update process, the Planning Board is administering this survey to solicit community 

input.  Although it will take only a few minutes to complete the survey, your answers will help shape the Seekonk Master Plan 

Update and the future of our Town for many years to come. 

 

You can find an on-line version of the survey and other Master Plan Update information at http://www.horsleywitten.com/seekonk-

master-plan.  Please note that the on-line version is the preferred method for completing the survey due to increased efficiency 

in data collection.  If completing a paper version of the survey, please mail the survey back to Seekonk Town Hall in the same 

envelope as the annual Town census OR return the survey to one of the collection boxes located at Seekonk Town Hall (100 Peck 

St.), Seekonk Public Library (410 Newman Ave.), and Seekonk Human Services (320 Pleasant St.).  Surveys must be received by 

March 4, 2011.  Complete only one survey per person.  Your responses will be kept confidential and results of this survey will be 

presented at an upcoming public forum.  If you have any questions about this survey please contact: John Hansen, Town Planner:    

(508) 336-2961 / jhansen@seekonk-ma.gov.  Thank you for your participation! 

 

 

1) Overall, how do you feel about the present quality of life in Seekonk? 

1___Excellent 2___Good  3 ___Fair 4 ___Poor      5___Don't know 

 

Listed below are a set of statements about Seekonk. Next to each statement are four numbers representing different levels of 

agreement or disagreement. (For example, the number 2 stands for "Slightly Agree".) Please indicate the extent to which you 

agree or disagree with each of the statements by circling the appropriate number. 

 

 

 

Strongly 

Agree 

Slightly 

Agree 

Slightly 

Disagree 

Strongly 

Disagree 

2) It is very important to attract new businesses and 

new jobs to this area to strengthen the Town’s 

economy.  1 2 3 4 

3) The Town should encourage the development 

of small-scale village centers to serve as areas 

for future growth. 

 

1 2 3 4 

4) The Town should actively manage the rate of 

residential growth throughout Seekonk. 1 2 3 4 

5) There is an adequate amount of public parks 

and green space in Town. 1 2 3 4 

6) There is an adequate amount of recreation 

facilities in Town (sports fields, bike paths, 

walking trails, etc.). 1 2 3 4 

7) The Town needs to continue to acquire additional 

lands for open space conservation. 1 2 3 4 

8) The Town should protect its remaining agricultural 

lands and promote agricultural activities such as 

active farming, agricultural tourism, and farmers 

markets. 

 

1 2 3 4 

http://www.horsleywitten.com/seekonk-master-plan
http://www.horsleywitten.com/seekonk-master-plan
mailto:jhansen@seekonk-ma.gov
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Strongly 

Agree 

Slightly 

Agree 

Slightly 

Disagree 

Strongly 

Disagree 

9) The Town has done a good job of protecting the 

quality of its drinking water. 

 
1 2 3 4 

10) There is an adequate amount affordable housing 

for purchase in Town (subsidized or non-

subsidized). 1 2 3 4 

11) There is an adequate amount of affordable rental 

housing in Town (subsidized or non-

subsidized). 1 2 3 4 

12) Current conditions of roadway infrastructure 

(streets, highways, intersections, etc.) are 

adequate to handle the Town’s current and 

future needs.  

 

1 2 3 4 

13) Current conditions of alternative transportation 

(bike paths, sidewalks, bus service, etc.) are 

adequate to handle the Town’s current and 

future needs.  

1 2 3 4 

14) The Town should consider the development of a 

sewer system to service densely developed areas in 

the community. 

1 2 3 4 

15) The Town has adequate services and facilities related 

to fire protection. 

1 2 3 4 

16) The Town has adequate services and facilities related 

to public works (road maintenance, drainage 

maintenance, and recycling)  

1 2 3 4 

17) The Town has adequate services and facilities for its 

senior citizens. 

1 2 3 4 

18) The Town has adequate services and facilities at its 

Public Library.  

1 2 3 4 

      

19) Which of the following statements best describes your opinion about commercial growth in Seekonk? 

1___ The Town must preserve the special qualities of our community by limiting commercial growth. 

2___ Commercial growth is necessary for the economy, and current regulations are satisfactory. 

3___ Commercial growth is necessary for the economy, and current regulations are not satisfactory. 

4___ I have no opinion one way or another. 

 

20) Which of the following statements best describes your opinion about the Town’s industrial zoned properties? 

1___ The Town should try to attract and maintain tenants within its existing industrial zoned properties. 

2___ The Town should try to establish alternative uses and attract new tenants within its existing  

          industrial zoned properties. 

3___ I have no opinion one way or another. 
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21) Which of the following statements best describes your opinion about residential development in the Town?  

1___ The Town should plan new neighborhoods with smaller lots, sidewalks and playgrounds even if it  

          means that homes have to be built closer together. 

2___ The Town should plan new neighborhoods with larger lots to provide each house with ample space  

          even if it means more land will be used to build these neighborhoods. 

3___ I have no opinion one way or another. 

 

22) Which of the following statements best describes your opinion about mixed use development in the Town? 

1___ The Town should continue to encourage mixed use development to allow small-scale,      

          “neighborhood-friendly” business to be located in appropriate residential areas. 

2___ The Town should discourage mixed use developments.  Businesses only belong in the commercial  

          districts and houses only belong in the residential districts.  

3___ I have no opinion one way or another. 

 

23) Which of the following statements best describes your opinion about development along the Town’s major commercial 

corridors (Route 6 and Route 44)?  

1___ The Town should revise its current regulations along its major commercial corridors to  

          improve the design standards for building and parking lot layout, architectural details, and landscaping. 

2___ The Town should NOT revise the regulations along its major commercial corridors so that the 

          existing and incoming businesses do not have to change their approach to building/site design.  

3___ I have no opinion one way or another. 

 

24) The Town’s current development regulations (zoning, subdivision regulations, etc.) are:  

   1 ___Too restrictive             2 ___Too lenient             3 ___Just about right       4  ___Do n ' t  k no w  

 

25) The population of the Town has grown 2.5% (333 persons) between 2000 and 2010 (estimated).  How would you 

characterize this change in population? 

           1 ___Too much growth         2 ___Too little growth    3 ___Just about right       4  ___Do n ' t  k no w  

 

26) Do you believe an expansion or improvement of Town services is necessary? 

     1___Yes 2___No 3___Not sure 

 

27) Would you support an increase in local taxes to achieve an expansion or improvement of Town services? 

  1___Yes 2___No 3___Not sure 

28) Please check the line next to the Town service(s) you would most like to see expanded or improved. (You may 

check more than one line.) 

1 ___ Fire                                   2 ___ Police                                       3 ___ Emergency Medical Services         

4 ___ Schools                             5 ___ Recreational Facilities             6 ___ Library 

7 ___ Roads and Highways         8 ___ Other (Please specify:___________________________________) 

 

29) How much have you heard or read about issues related to growth in Seekonk over the past five years?  

      1 ___Have heard a great deal   2 ___Have heard a fair amount   3 ___Have heard very little or nothing 

 

30) Are you aware of the Town’s current outreach methods and internet tools regarding important Town news and Planning 

Board decisions (internet tools include the Town’s website, facebook profile, and twitter account)?   

1 ___I am aware and I follow these outreach tools.           2 ___I am somewhat aware but do not follow   

3___I have heard little or nothing about these tools.                   these tools closely.  

 

31) What is your preferred method for gaining information regarding important Town news and Planning Board decisions? 

      1 ___Town website 2 ___ Facebook                    3 ___Twitter               4 ___ Newspaper 

      5 ___ Public Access TV (TV 9)       6 ___ Other (please specify:_________________________________)

  

32) Looking ahead ten years to the year 2020, do you think that Seekonk will be a better place to live than it is today, a 

worse place to live, or about the same? 

   1 ___A better place 2 ___A worse place 3 ___About the same     

   4 ___Do n ' t  k no w  
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Listed below are a set of planning and regulatory concepts and terms that may become increasingly important to the future of the 

community.  We would like to gauge the community’s understanding of these concepts and terms so please circle the 

corresponding number for your level of knowledge.  For example, choosing number 1 indicates that you understand the concept 

very well while, at the other end of the spectrum, choosing number 4 indicates that you have no knowledge at all of the concept 

being presented. 

 

 
I know this 

concept  

very well 

I have some 

knowledge of 

 this concept  

Very limited 

knowledge of 

this concept 

I have no 

knowledge of  

this concept 

33) Low Impact Development (LID)                  

Site design practices that reduce impacts to 

natural resources through innovative stormwater 

management techniques.   

 

1 2 3 4 

34) Green Building Design                 

Building design practices that reduce waste 

of materials and energy during the 

construction process and increase the 

building’s operational energy efficiency. 

1 2 3 4 

35) Infill/Refill Development 

Concentrating development on 

underutilized parcels within previously 

developed corridors to preserve 

undeveloped land. 

1 2 3 4 

36) Design Guidelines/Design Codes  

Standards for building design that 

emphasize building/parking location, 

architectural details, and landscaping to 

improve overall aesthetics and protect 

community character. 

1 2 3 4 

37) Affordable Housing 

Using regulatory strategies such as 

“inclusionary zoning” to require a percentage 

of all new housing units (typically 10-25%) to 

be affordable to low- and moderate-income 

families to move toward state mandated 

affordable housing goals.  

1 2 3 4 

38) Multi-modal Transportation System 

An integrated transportation system that 

supports the use of and connections to 

alternative modes of transportation (biking, 

walking, public transit) to the greatest extent 

practical. 

1 2 3 4 

 

 

Thank you for participating in the Seekonk Master Plan Community Survey!   
 

There are several ways to submit your survey responses.  You can submit an on-line version of the survey at 

http://www.horsleywitten.com/seekonk-master-plan.  Please note that the on-line version is the preferred method for 

submitting the survey due to increased efficiency in data collection.  You can also mail the paper version of the survey back 

to Seekonk Town Hall in the same envelope as the annual Town census OR return the survey to one of the collection boxes 

located at Seekonk Town Hall (100 Peck St.), Seekonk Public Library (410 Newman Ave.), and Seekonk Human Services (320 

Pleasant St.).  Surveys must be received by March 4, 2011.  Complete only one survey per person.  If you have any questions 

about this survey please contact:  John Hansen, Town Planner: (508) 336-2961 / jhansen@seekonk-ma.gov. 

http://www.horsleywitten.com/seekonk-master-plan
mailto:jhansen@seekonk-ma.gov

